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LEADERS OF THE MARYLAND BLACK FAMILY 
ALLIANCE (MBFA) APPLAUDS RECENT DECISIONS 

FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY ACROSS THE COUNTRY.   

The Maryland Black Family Alliance  is pleased to announce that 
yesterday Maine’s Governor John Baldacci signed into law a marriage 
equality bill overwhelmingly approved by the Senate and House.  Maine 
now joins Iowa, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut in ending the 
exclusion of gay couples from marriage.  

This week in a 12-1 vote, Washington, D.C. voted to legally recognize 
same-sex marriages performed in other jurisdictions.  Unfortunately, the 
one vote against equality was Councilman Marion Barry.  "It is 
exceptionally unfortunate when a champion of the Civil Rights 
Movement refuses to apply the principles of justice to all," states MBFA 
Program Director Lea Gilmore.    "It is the LGBT communities of color 
that suffer most when legal protections are not applied. The MBFA 
stands with Coretta Scott-King, Julian Bond, Rev. Joseph Lowery, 
Congressman John Lewis and many others who believe in liberty and 
justice for all,” she continued.

MBFA is an alliance of elected officials, activists, social workers, 
professors, artists, historians, mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers -- 
Black straight allies, leading the discourse in Maryland's African 
American communities and beyond centering on the concept of fairness 
for same-sex couples and their families; as well as poverty, violence, 
HIV/AIDS and other issues that impact Maryland's Black LGBT 
population. The MBFA emphasizes the idea that recognition of same-sex 
relationships furthers the social and economic welfare of Black families 
generally. 

As African Americans, we know that discrimination is wrong and that it 
damages us all when we exclude any group of Americans from the 
protections that other Americans enjoy. Therefore, with an integrity 
inspired by our past, we seek fairness, justice and equality for all 
Maryland families.

Elbridge James, MBFA Director     ebridge@marylandbfa.org 
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